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"Although we often hear that data speak for thenselves, their

voi ces can be soft and sly." Making decisions based on evidence
requires the appropriate display of that evidence. Yet many
researchers view "fancy" statistical graphics as an approach with
some vague promse, but little clear wutility for the direct
anal ysis of data. What can we use graphs for, besides generating
"oohs" and "aahs" from onl ookers? Thi s presentation wll
attenpt to illustrate some successes and failures, identify a few
general principles, and notivate researchers to take a greater
interest in the display of their data. The discussion will draw

on the work of Howard Wainer, Edward Tufte, WIIliam C evel and

Frank Harrell, and others. The talk is the fourth in the Center
for Health Care Research & Policy's Methods Seninar Series,
designed for interested physicians and researchers to help each
ot her learn nore about anal ytical nethods.
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