
 
ABSTRACT 

 
Most statistical effort in observational studies for causal effects is directed at methods of 
analysis. In contrast, I believe that most statistical effort in such studies should be directed 
at their design, with outcome data entirely unavailable for examination, just as with the 
design of randomized experiments. This position will be developed and illustrated with the 
design of an observational study in the tobacco litigation based on the National Medical 
Examination Survey. 


